Southminster-Steinhauer United Church
10740-19 Avenue NW
Edmonton, AB T6J 6W9

780-435-2028
SSUCedmonton.com

Dear Friends of SSUC,
It is difficult to find the words to express the complex challenges that the past 20 months have brought to each of us. Despite
the pandemic and social crises, together with the anxiety, isolation, and other stresses we’ve faced, we celebrate the creativity
and resilience that has also characterized this time. Our spiritual community has transcended geography and covid limitations
to offer nurture, care and support to so many. We hope that this valuable connection defines SSUC for you and for others.
Thank you for all the ways you are a part of the SSUC family. It takes each one of us to make this the supportive and inclusive
community that it has been and that it will continue to be. We are not the same without you, and we are richer as a result of
your presence and participation.

Because of your generous support, look at what we’ve been able to achieve this year:
•

Because of our focus on our online presence for the past several years, our livestreaming capabilities were robust
enough that, when Covid-19 moved all our gatherings online, we were prepared to transition with great ease.
Through the amazing efforts of the SSUC Board and the Re-opening Task Group, we have maintained safety as a
priority for those who use our community space and made decisions that have prioritized the well-being of all of us
with guiding consideration being for our most vulnerable members. We anticipate that if the current trend toward
fewer Covid cases continues, we will resume in-person spiritual gatherings on the last Sunday in November, 2021.

•

We continue to celebrate our partnership with SSUC Saskatoon, grateful for the ways that we participate together
and share leadership in so many ways.

•

Our facility typically hosts many community groups, including a weekly Food Bank depot, Making Tax Time Pay
(volunteers completing tax returns to assist low income households), support group for PTSD survivors, four AA
groups, Edmonton Youth and Children’s Choir (EYC/ECC), events for the Stephen Lewis Foundation with Grandmothers for a New Generation (GANG), Yellowbird Scouts & Beavers, a number of choirs from across the city and
a literacy program. The pandemic reduced our ability to host most of these groups. We continued to host AA groups
and the Food Bank Depot throughout the year and were able to welcome the ECC/EYC choir back this fall.

•

During this unprecedented time, we have been able to enrich our family and children’s spiritual lives with the
capable and creative online leadership from Daisy New and Ariane Perreault along with some in person family
focused events held outside during the summer months.

•

We have supported many individuals and families through loss and transition, together with
all the challenges 2021 has brought to our lives. Many distanced visits, telephone calls,
emails and zoom calls have seen us connecting in ways that have been necessary and
appreciated as well as hosting memorial services in a safe way as needed.

•

We have had rich learning experiences through Library Learnings, Tuesday Connection,
Tuesday Topics, Going Deeper and other study opportunities. We celebrate with gratitude
the leadership of so many. Through Project Re-Connect and summer concerts, we have
enjoyed safe outdoor time with one another. We have heard again and again how important
the ministry of music is to all of us. We are indebted to the generosity of time and talent
offered by our music team with the participation of so many singers and instrumentalists.

•

Because of your generosity and continued support, SSUC has been able to maintain our strong commitment to the
work of Operation Friendship, Bissell Centre, Inner City Pastoral Ministry, Ambrose Place, Integrated Community
Ministries (Saskatoon) along with numerous other agencies and programs that respond to poverty, mental health, food
security, affordable housing, and other complex needs in our community. We were able to pay off the mortgage on
our facility this year and begin a maintenance reserve fund to help finance future repairs.

We are making a meaningful difference. Thank you for your part in making it all happen!

How Do We Fund Our Community?
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“I’ve found a place where I can bring my kids to have
conversations about community and meaning. I love the
welcome we receive. I love the rainbow of families that
are represented.”

SSUC is a self-supporting organization, which means that
we raise almost all of our budget through the generosity of
your donations. We do not generally receive any government funding or support from the United Church of Canada. In fact, a portion of the revenue we raise supports the
work of the United Church of Canada and the Mission
and Service Fund (M&S). This national fund supports
relief and development projects as a well as a wide range
of ministries close to home and around the world.
All of your contributions support the many activities and
programs of SSUC:
•

Our adult, youth and children’s programs, spiritual
gatherings and community building events;

•

Outreach and justice initiatives, helping families in
need, the work of agencies like the Bissell Centre,
Integrated Community Ministries, Inner City High,
Operation Friendship, Niginan Housing Ventures, and
many others;

•

Maintaining our beautiful facility, supporting a ministry team and administrator, and our commitments to
the broader work of The United Church of Canada.

How You Can Help in 2022
We invite you to consider the ways that you can contribute your
experience and expertise, your time and your financial resources and legacy gifts to extend and enrich our work as a
vibrant spiritual community.

Our Annual Budget by Category

staffing and maintenance support prorated within
each category

We are hopeful that in-person gatherings can continue
uninterrupted in the new year and we can get back to the work
of togetherness and community building. We look forward to
our partnership with the Right at Home Society to build
affordable housing in our neighbourhood. We anticipate hosting
Camp Dragonfly, a summer children’s camp for trans and
gender creative children. We envision new learning and support
opportunities along with regular chances to build our community with one another around fun, food and friendship. And, of
course, there’s always space for the emerging projects that
your input might help create!
Please consider helping us plan for the coming year:
• Complete a financial pledge form, which helps us know your

donation intentions. It’s our best way of shaping an accurate
budget to be presented to the Annual General Meeting in
March 2022. A Pre-Authorized Remittance (PAR) form is
available should you wish to begin or change your giving by
automated withdrawal.

• Offer us your feedback about programming you’d like to see

offered and ways you might contribute to the rich
community of SSUC.

We’d like to receive all this feedback by December 5, 2021.
You may complete physical forms and return them to the
church office, or submit a secure online form at
www.ssucedmonton.com/support2022.

A very preliminary snapshot of the 2022 expense
budget reveals that we will require approximately
$510,000 to fund our work together in the coming year.

Again, thank you for who you are and
your valued place in our community
This package has been prepared by the Ministry
Team and Finance Committee of SSUC. If you have
questions or comments , don’t hesitate to contact the
church office at 780-435-2028 or info@smsuc.com

How I can contribute my time, ideas and energy to SSUC:
We all have passions and interests that work together to make SSUC a diverse and dynamic community.
We remember our Identity Statement.
We are Spiritual Seekers United in Community who are
• Celebrating Diversity
• Making a Positive Difference
• Inspiring Compassion and Connection
• Engaging Life with Spiritual Depth
This is one thing about SSUC I’m most enthused about:

I’d like SSUC to focus more on this aspect of our community/identity:

When I consider my own and other's needs and the effects of the pandemic, these are the activities,
ministries and topics I'd most like to see happen within the SSUC community in the coming year:

SSUC runs on the energy and passion of the people within the community. When I think of my time and
the kind of work that SSUC does, I think I could contribute my time to the following areas/activities:

I have interest or would like more information about becoming involved in the following areas:










Spiritual Gathering Support
 Earth Charter Initiatives
Instrumental or Choir Music Program
 Children and Youth Programs
Congregational Care and Support Groups
 Ministry & Personnel (Human Resources)
Property Maintenance
 Finance
Outreach Projects/Activities
 Communications and Technology
Refugee Sponsorship and Support
 Other:
Event Planning and Coordination
Adult Education/Study Groups
Affirming Activities (LGBTQ2S+ Support and Education)

Name: ___________________________________________________________________

Stewardship of our Financial Resources in 2022

This form helps us to shape an accurate budget that will be presented to the congregation at our Annual
General Meeting in March 2022. Thank you for your responses which help us plan responsibly and with
vision.
Our operating budget supports our ministries of Spiritual Gatherings, Education, Outreach, Congregational
Care, Stewardship and Finance, Property (maintenance, utilities and insurance), Church Office, Staff Salaries
and Benefits, and additional outreach beyond our congregation through the Mission and Service Fund, and
meet our regional and national financial commitments to the United Church of Canada. As you consider your
giving for 2022, you might choose to support us by Pre-Authorized Remittance (PAR), regular in-person giving, or online via our website at www.SSUCedmonton.com/donate.
A. These are the ways I/we plan to respond financially to the work of our spiritual community in 2022:
* Please indicate by initials, if two or more separate contributors are responding.
Weekly Contributions of $

, for an annual total of $

.

, for an annual total of $

.

OR
Monthly Contributions of $

* Please note that should your circumstances change, you can adjust your weekly or monthly contributions
and annual commitment at any time. This is not an obligation, but a help to our planning.
B. In order to facilitate my donations, (check all that apply)


I am/We are a registered PAR contributor, making no changes.



I/We will be completing a new PAR form because I/we would like to begin making donations by
PAR



I/We will be completing a new PAR form because of a change in my/our monthly PAR amount.



I/We would like to receive information on supporting SSUC and/or The United Church of Canada
by way of wills, bequests, life insurance and/or gift annuities.



I/We require weekly/monthly offering envelopes. (circle one)

/

Signature(s)

Date

Please return this form to the church office by December 5, 2021.
Alternatively, you may submit this form securely at www.SSUCedmonton.com/stewardship2022
Consider using PAR to make your contributions. Pre-authorized remittance (PAR) is an amount specified by you that is transferred
to Southminster-Steinhauer from your bank account on the 20 th day of each month. Making your commitment this way helps
manage your monthly giving regardless of absence, travel or life’s busyness. It also helps us create a more stable and dependable
cash flow. If you’d like to register for PAR, please complete the PAR form included in this package. Note that any change in
monthly withdrawal amounts or banking information also require a new PAR form to be completed.

PAR AUTHORIZATION FORM
(For new PAR donors and changes to amounts or banking details)

Church Name: _Southminster-Steinhauer______
PAR Congregational Number: 10 04 0840________

I/We, __________________________, (envelope # _________,) request and authorize The United Church of Canada to debit my/
our account on the 20th of every month in the amount of $ __________ , starting on the 20 th of ____________________(enter
month). This contribution is made on behalf of:

Name of Local Church: __Southminster-Steinhauer United Church________________________________________
Address: _____10740 – 19 Avenue__________________________________________________________________
City: __Edmonton_________________________ Province: __Alberta________ Postal Code: ____T6J 6W9___________
This contribution by me/us to the above local church is to benefit:
Local Church $_______________ Mission and Service Fund $_______________ Other $__________________
This donation/payment is made on behalf of (check one): ______ Individual(s)

______ Business

Please attach a VOID cheque.
Signed: ____________________________________ Date: ____________________________________________
I may change the amount of my contribution at any time subject to providing notice of 15 days.
I may revoke my authorization at any time, subject to providing notice of 15 days at which time I will submit a cancellation form obtained from the Church PAR
Contact or by contacting my financial institution or visiting www.cdnpay.ca.
I have certain recourse rights if any debit does not comply with this agreement. For example, I have the right to receive reimbursement for any debit that is not
authorized or is not consistent with this PAR Agreement. To obtain more information on my recourse rights, I may contact my financial institution or visit
www.cdnpay.ca.
I waive my right to receive pre-notification of the amount of the Pre-Authorized Remittance (PAR) and agree that I do not require advance notice of the

Name of Church PAR Contact: _Ann_Didluck_____ Phone No.: 780-435-2288 (h)

Due to high service charges (2.5% for Visa and MasterCard; we do not accept Amex), we generally do not encourage people to
use credit cards for PAR donations. However, if donors wish, this service is still available.
Debit My Credit Card Number _____________________________________________ EXP ______ _______
CARD NUMBER
Name on Card: __________________________

MM

YY

Authorized Signature: ________________________________

We agree to be bound by, comply with, respect and apply all relevant provisions of the Canadian Payments Act and all related by-laws, rules and standards in force from time to time as they apply
to PAR’s including, without limitation, the Confirmation/Pre-notification requirements or waiver of Pre-notification requirements and cancellation requirements as set out in Rule H1

The use, retention and disclosure of personal information collected from this form is done in compliance with privacy legislation, including but not limited to, the
Personal Information Protection and Electronic Documents Act (2000, c.5).

