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Objective
To create a “Gender Inclusive Washroom with a Barrier-free Stall” for the equal, unambiguous and safe use for transgender, non-binary, and 

mobility restricted people together with the already well-represented population.

Background
The idea of creating Gender‑Inclusive washrooms has been discussed by the Board, Property & Maintenance, and the Affirm Committee for nearly 

two years. After early contractor visits and design ideas in 2024–25, the project paused due to high initial cost estimates. This spring, the Board 

revisited the idea and has been working to develop a clear and realistic plan to bring forward to the Spiritual Gathering Community. This document 

is its first iteration intended for review and active discussion by all.

Features
1 Barrier-free Universal Stall with sink

1 Larger Stall and 5 Smaller Stalls

All stalls have full-height partitions with zero sightlines

Free-flow circulating layout

Key Take-aways
1. Male and Female separated and gendered washrooms will be combined into a single gender inclusive washroom.

2. Each stall will have full-height partiions with no vertical gaps providing zero sightline from inside and outside when closed.

3. Urinals will be removed and all but one stall will have high-sitting (17’’), high efficiency, elongated toilets with 3’’ wide flappers and 2’’ 

trapways. One stall will contain a lower-sitting (15’’), round (non-elongated), high efficiecncy toilet for ease of use by shorter persons.

4. The “Barrier-free Stall” will have clearances and safety hardware to allow for safe and reasonably easy use by mobility restricted persons.

5. The renovation will be undertaken in a financially responsible manner by maintaining as much useable structure and fixtures as possible.

6. The renovation is important and will be planned and undertaken in a reasonably expedient timespan pending approval by the congregation.

7. The overall project will have oversight from transgender individuals in its planning, engagement with the SSUC congregation, hiring of builders, 

and construction.

Phenolic Maximum Privacy Partitions (pictured: ASI Global Paritions)
No sightline with routed partitions, self-closing silent doors, and occupancy indicator.

Barrier-free Bathroom Stall (pictured: project by Lone Star Plumbing)
Contains 1.7m turning circumference, grab bars, hand sink, change-table, etc.

New toilet with new plumbing

Existing toilet placement with new toilet

Existing sinks

New sinks

Existing wall as-is

Existing wall to be demolished

Partition door

New partition

1.5m1.14m

1.2m

1.14m

1.7m



Gender Inclusive Washroom with Barrier-free Stall v4.3
Detailed Description Intended for User Discussion
Critical Considerations (necessary):
1. Gender-Inclusive washroom format.

A. Full-height partitions with zero gaps between paritions, ceiling and doors. Stalls are individually ventilated and lighted.
B. Free-flow circulating format through both sides of the bathroom.

2. Barrier-free Stall.
A. No doors to washroom with 1.5m wide entry, 1.14m wide corridor, at least 1.7m clearance from the front of the stall door to any obstruction, 

and 1.7m turning circumference without incumberence within stall. 
B. Wheelchair-height, in-stall hand sink, soap dispenser, tilt mirrors, and single-button paper towel dispenser with garbage can.
C. Wheelchair height elongated toilet with automatic flusher (code), space for side transfer, a wall mounted grab bar, and a drop-down grab 

bar on the opposite side.
D. Emergency call button with visual and audible alarm located in front of the washroom and in the large hall.

3. Cost
A. Maintain exisitng plumbing connections. New connections for barrier free stall and sink behind vestibule wall only (see diagram).
B. Maintain position of walls and only remove selectively, as opposed to full demo and and full re-formatting. 
C. Install VCT (vinyl composition tile) over exiting VCT to avoid full floor demo and adhesive stripping down to concrete.

Other Considerations (proposed):
1. Reduce user anxiety and increase user comfort.

A. Clear roadmap and signage indicating “Gender Inclusive” and “Barrier-free Stall this way (points right)” at the entrance of washroom with 
no doors making for quick and easy entry and exit.

B. May include additional signage to include “No Phones” and “Quiet Space” at entrance.
C. Clear signage with words and icons in front of each stall listing whats entailed. Eg Barrier-free Stall with hand sink and change table.
D. Lock hardware with occupancy indicator from outisde the stall to avoid knocking or attempted opening of stalls when occupied.
E. Vertical and horizontal tilt mirrors in front of sinks to reduce over-mirror eye contact with people leaving stalls which are located directly 

behind the hand sinks.
F. Bright, broadcast lighting (3300-4000k, 3000+ lumens) in common areas of washroom to reduce dark areas and shadows.
G. Ambient, dimmer lighting (2700-3000k, 1500> lumens) in stalls to decrease visibility from common areas when accessing in and out.
H. Existing acoustic ceiling tiles to absorb sound and reduce echo.
I. Create diversion areas in high traffic and waiting areas - that are not in the line of sight from outside of washroom - such as art, short poetry 

or digital weather boards to divert interest away from fellow users, reduce temptation for conversation, and help with passing the time.
2. Physical safety and hygiene.

A. Barrier-free requirements as listed under “Critical Considerations - 2. Barrier-free Stall”
B. In non-barrier-free stalls, most toilets to have a high sittting height (17’’ including seat) with grab bars if space allows.
C. Signage expressing appreciation for washing hands.
D. Key to open stalls from outside in case of emergency.
E. Higher elongated toilets with low in-bowl water level will allow for shorter range, larger surface area, lower angles, thus improved average 

success rate when urinating standing up. Additionally, users with protuding geometry will experience improved clearance and less 
splash-back when urinating sitting down. Signage expressing appreciation for cleaning after themselves may be posted in-stall.

F. First and last person in the building to undergo washroom stall inspection to ensure all stalls are vacant and nobody is stuck or hiding.
3. Child-friendly.

A. Smaller stall with door access hardware placed lower, with a non-elongated, round-shaped, lower toilet (15’’) and removable steps.
B. 1 lower sink with pull out steps for easy access. 

Drawbacks:
1. Washroom units including urinals are reduced from 9 down to 7.
2. Washroom turnover may be impacted due to expedient urinals being removed.
3. Full-private stalls may encourage users to spend more time within stalls due to improved comfort, resulting in reduced turnover.
4. Other large-scale projects requiring significant funds such as solar panels will be postponed.

Wishlist (can be added at any time):
1. High performance hand dryers to eliminate disposable paper towels.
2. Sconces and indirect lighting around mirrors to improve ambience and comfort.
3. Change all faucets with metered automatic faucets to save water.
4. Add washable acoustic wall panels in common areas to reduce ambient noise and echo.
5. Bidet system with integrated white noise machine for hygiene and blocking sound.

Thank you for reading this document. Please direct questions, comments or concerns to any member of the SSUC board.


